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banished their multilingual ca- 
pacities to the ghetto. We arro- 
gantly behaved as if the natural 
use of foreign languages was the 
stigma of the outsider. Those few 
of us who deliberately acquired 
another language than English 
did so under the special auspices 
of church and college, far removed 
from the common scene and cir- 
cumstances of general social in- 
tercourse. Thus were the great 
forms of humane learning com- 
bined with forms of social aggres- 
sion or cultural exclusiveness. 

But how does this condemn us 
now, I asked. Have we not pro- 
posed to restore the languages to 
all society by introducing them 
into the elementary school? 

Indeed we have, he answered. 
But if we are to succeed in ap- 
proaching those high and hon- 
orable purposes you first pro- 
posed, we must seek a goal still 
near and more humanistic. 
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What is it, I asked. 

Simply this, he said. It is first 
to use elementary language in- 
struction to create—or rather to 
recreate—an international com- 
munity in our own land, in our 
own schools, in our own homes. 
By speaking to each other with- 
out regard to language differ- 
ences, Americans can acquire the 
desire and the tolerance to speak 
to men in foreign lands. Then, 
also, we will create the environ- 
ment of approval which will lead 
many more of our talented stu- 
dents to seek, by advanced study, 
the intellectual disciplines and 
cultural values which result from 
understanding the great classical 
and modern languages. Mctst im- 
portant of all, what we say to men 
in other lands will be worth say- 
ing, not merely because it will be 
correctly spoken, but because we 
will speak as citizens of a humane, 
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